
What’s the benefits of baling hay in 7 days 
using Hay Guard. 

 
Summary  

• It is safe to bale hay at higher moisture if hay is baled within a week of cutting using Hay 
Guard. 

• It’s important to understand that it is the spoilage organisms in our hay causing the 
heat. 

• By baling early using HayGuard you get a 4:1 or greater return on your investment. 
• Producers are reporting the success in 2018 season already. 

 

Can I really bale hay in 7 days? 

This is an interesting question, and most would say not possible due to the hay not being dried down 
(cured) enough. ‘’Many then say ‘’I wouldn’t put that in my shed’’. Or ‘’’We will see the smoke from his 
place soon’’.  

But what if I said it is possible?  Hay growers are doing this now in Australia with huge logistical, time 
saving and financial benefits. These guys are making vetch, cereal and canola hays in a 7-day window 
and storing in their sheds. They have monitored the temperatures in the bales and they have stayed 
cool and stable. Not only that the hay is fantastic quality and bale weights they have not seen before.  

 I know the next question is how? So, let’s look at how and why we got to this point. 

It all started the hay fires in 2006-2007, we at Feedworks wanted to know why this was happening as a 
large % of this hay was baled 5 to 6 weeks after cutting and it was dry, chaffy even. But once it got some 
type of external moisture on this hay it burnt even after 5 months in the shed. The reason this hay was 



left on the ground was most crops ran out of water. They couldn’t push the head out and the green tip 
was stuck in the stem (like this season). So, the crops were left on the ground until cured out.  

Feedworks undertook an investigation to look at how the number of spoilage organisms (mould and 
yeast) increased the longer the hay laid on the ground. We then took samples from the windrow every 2 
days from day of cutting and measured the grown of these spoilage organisms. It was obvious that after 
a week these guys grew exponentially.   

“Baled Hay naturally contains millions of bacteria and mould fungi that produce heat as they consume 
hay nutrients.... usually hay gets dry enough that microbes die or become dormant, but when moisture is 
present they persist, heating occurs, visual mould may be evident, or both.” Bruce Anderson – University 
of Nebraska- Extension Forage specialist 

So now we begin to understand it is not the moisture that gives us the problem of hay heating but 
microbial growth. By understanding this we can change our hay making practices we can and are making 
great hay in 7 days. 

How do I bale hay in 7 days? 

To do this you must manage your hay differently than you have in the past. Look for a 6-7 window in the 
weather. When cutting, throw it out of the mower conditioner (not in a tight row). If you have a tedder, 
ted in 22-24 hours then rake on day 3. Without a tedder leave it out for 3 days. Then using Hay Guard 
and a Gazeeka 870, bale on day 6 or 7 around 18%.  We recommend leaving cereal hays out for 7 days 
to settle before putting in a tight stack. It’s a winner.  

South Australian and Victorian hay growers are now making quality hay in 7 days by using these 
different technics and applying HayGuard. It’s happening right now in 2018. 

Comments from Viv Cossar. Charlton. 

“The benefits for us making hay this way and using Hay Guard in our operation have been seen 
immediately. It’s allowing us to reduce the time from cutting to baling our hay to as little as 6 days with 
both vetch and barley. 

Feed tests have been improved and the visual colour of the hay is outstanding. It also reduces the risk of 
weather damage as we have been able to get hay into sheds in a shorter period of time. 

Using Hay Guard is allowing us to produce hay in a shorter period of time reducing some of the stress to 
the hay making process. Also, the production of top-grade hay is allowing us to achieve a premium price 
which benefits our business financially.  

We think in the current market with a $8 spend we are getting a minimum $33 per tonne return”. 

Its great to see producers get the success and reward they deserve. 
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